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THE WASHINGTON ANCESTKY— A SUPPLEMENTARY 

NOTICE. 

BT EDWARD D. NEILL, D.D., SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA. 

In an article on the Washington Ancestry which, in Octo- 
ber, 1892, appeared in the Magazine, it was mentioned that 
there was " no evidence that John Washington was before 
1658 in Virginia." 

Mr. W. Gr. Stanard, in the April number of the William 
and Mary College Quarterly, contributes extracts from the 
records of Westmoreland (Virginia) County, which show 
that as early as 1655 John Washington was major and 
Nathaniel Pope lieutenant-colonel of the military organiza- 
tion of that county. 

It now appears probable that Washington came to Vir- 
ginia from Barbadoes in 1654, with his first wife and two 
children. 

Theodore Pargiter, in a letter dated London, August 2, 
1654, mentions that his cousin John Washington is at Bar- 
badoes. 1 From a deposition preserved in Westmoreland 
County records, John Washington, of Virginia, at this time 
was twenty-nine years old. The Stanard extracts show 
that in 1654 Edward Prescott, of Virginia, owned a vessel 
which came from Barbadoes to Virginia with a cargo. It is 
not improbable that John Washington and family arrived in 
that ship. 

Waters, in his Washington Ancestry, published the fol- 
lowing : 

" February 1655, The Eighth day Lres of adcon yssued 
forth to John Washington the nrall, and lawful sone of 
Amphilis Washington late of Triug in the County of Hert- 
ford deed to adster the goods Chells and debtes of the said 
deed." 

1 New England Hist. Gen. Register, October, 1884. 



The Washington Ancestry — A Supplementary Notice. 209 

Some time in 1656 the son must have visited England. 
This year Captain Edward Prescott, who was with a ship at 
the port of Dantzic, on the Vistula, wrote to Washington to 
come and he his assistant in sailing the vessel. He went, 
and when the ship left Elsinore, a port north of Copen- 
hagen, " he took halfe watch in y* voyage to Virginia, and 
did assist as second man in sayleing y e vessel." 1 

After the vessel reached Virginia (before May, 1657), 
with consent of Prescott, Washington settled there. His 
first wife soon died, and before the middle of May, 1659, he 
was again married, to the widow Ann Brodhurst, the daugh- 
ter of Nathaniel Pope, of Appomattox, contracted often to 
Mattox, in Westmoreland County. 

Nathaniel and Francis Pope were among the earliest 
planters in Maryland, and their names as early as 1638 ap- 
pear in the records of that Province. Nathaniel was ac- 
cused of being in sympathy with the disaffected of Kent 
Island, and removed from Maryland. Francis remained, 
and in 1663 was sheriff' of Charles County, and it is note- 
worthy that this year he received a grant of land from the 
proprietor of Maryland, on a portion of which stands the 
magnificent capitol at Washington, the city named in honor 
of a descendant of John Washington and his wife Ann, 
the daughter of Nathaniel Pope. 

The Westmoreland records show that Lawrence did not 
come to Virginia until several years after his brother John. 
As late as 1660 he was a merchant at Luton. Stanard gives 
the following : 

" Power of Attorney for Gabriel Reve of London, mer- 
chant, to Lawrence Washington of Luton, in County Bed- 
ford, merchant, to demand of the heirs of Nathaniel Pope 
late of Virginia, merchant deceased, all debts &c due the 
said Eeve. Dated October 31st 1660; recorded in West- 
moreland Co. Va. February 4 th 1661" 

In the article on " The Ancestry and Earlier Life of 
George Washington" (Pennsylvania Magazine, October, 

1 Westmoreland County Records. 

Vol. xvii. — 14 
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1892) the writer mentioned that Washington dined with 
General Braddoek at Williamsburg, and the authority was 
a work published in London by John Lewis Peyton, L.B., 
F.R.G.S., etc., with the title " Adventures of my Grand- 
father." The work was a romance, and worded so as to 
mislead. Mr. Peyton is still living and writing in Virginia, 
and his last fiction is " Tom Swindel." A good name. There 
are three books written by admirable story-tellers which 
careful historians should avoid : the " True Travels and 
Adventures of Captain John Smith, for a time Admiral of 
New England," " My Lady Pokahontas. A true relation of 
Virginia. Writ by Anas Todkill, Puritan and Pilgrim. 
Notes by John Esten Cooke," and the " Adventures of my 
Grandfather," by Peyton. 



